Electronic Version 
Stylesheet Version vl.1.1 

Claims 

[ci] We claim: 

[c2] 1. A computer program executable by a processor, for 
producing a user interface for accessing, downloading, 
importing, displaying, and storing electronic documents 
in the visual format provided by the issuing entities us- 
ing a communication network, and organizing, archiving, 
retrieving, and displaying electronic documents stored 
on electronic storage devices specified by the user in the 
visual format provided by the issuing entities, the user 
interface comprising: 

a first display area for displaying a listing of the entities 
where the user maintains one or more accounts and list- 
ing of such accounts; 

a second display area, visually distinguished from the 
first display area, for displaying general information or 
notices when the program is first executed; and display- 
ing a listing of documents associated with the entities or 
accounts when the user selects an entity or account in 
the first display area; and 

a third display area, visually distinguished from the first 
and second display areas, for displaying a web page 



when no document is selected in tlie second display 
area; and displaying the actual document when a docu- 
ment is selected in the second display area. 

[c3] 2. The program of claim 1, wherein the third display area 
is used for browsing the Internet generally. 

[c4] 3. The program of claim 1, wherein each of the display 
areas is individually resizable by the user. 

[c5] 4. The program of claim 1, wherein the user interface is 
comprised of additional display areas for displaying ad- 
ditional information on the user selected entity, account, 
or document. 

[c6] 5. The program of claim 1, wherein additional display ar- 
eas are used to request and receive information and in- 
structions from the user. 

[c7] 6. The program of claim 1, wherein a portion of the dis- 
play areas is used to display additional information or 
hypertext links. 

[c8] 7. A computer implemented method for accessing, 

downloading, importing, displaying, and storing elec- 
tronic documents in the visual format provided by the is- 
suing entities using a communication network, and or- 
ganizing, archiving, retrieving, and displaying electronic 



documents stored on electronic storage devices specified 
by the user in tlie visual format provided by the issuing 
entities, comprising: 

storing a list of the entities where the user maintains one 

or more accounts and a list of such accounts; 

storing the user information required for access to the 

accounts; 

sending instruction via a communication network to the 
entity for access to electronic documents; 
downloading the electronic documents that have not 
been previously downloaded in the visual format pro- 
vided by the issuing entities; 

storing the downloaded electronic documents in the vi- 
sual format provided by the issuing entities to the user 
specified electronic storage device; 
storing a list of the downloaded electronic documents 
associated with each of the user's accounts; 
retrieving electronic documents matching the criteria 
specified by the user; and 

displaying the retrieved electronic documents in the vi- 
sual format provided by the issuing entities. 

8. The method of claim 7, further comprising: 
automatically sending instructions to user specified enti- 
ties and accounts to check for electronic documents that 
have not been downloaded previously to the user sped- 



fied electronic storage device; and 
automatic downloading of these documents. 

[ciO] 9. The method of claim 7, further comprising: 

downloading and storing electronic documents in non- 
visual formats provided by the issuing entities; and 
retrieving and displaying electronic documents in non- 
visual formats provided by the issuing entities; 

[cii] 10. The method of claim 7, further comprising optical 

character recognition of the information contained within 
the stored documents. 

[ci2] 11. The method of claim 7, further comprising scanning 
of paper documents into electronic formats for storage, 
retrieval, and display on electronic devices. 

[ci3] 12. The method of claim 7, further comprising: 

receiving search criteria from the user via a user inter- 
face; 

searching for specific information contained within the 
stored electronic documents based on the criteria pro- 
vided by the user; 

retrieving the electronic documents containing the spe- 
cific information that matches the user's criteria; and 
displaying the electronic documents containing the spe- 
cific information that matches the user's criteria. 



[ci4] 13. The method of claim 9, further comprising: 

accessing, downloading, importing, exporting, and stor- 
ing electronic documents in non-visual formats; and 
organizing, archiving, and retrieving electronic docu- 
ments in non-visual formats. 

[ci5] 14. The method of claim 9, further comprising: 

associating the electronic documents in visual format 
with their corresponding non-visual format electronic 
documents. 

[ci6] 15. The method of claim 7, further comprising: 

collecting electronic documents that require transaction 
processing; 

receiving instructions for processing transactions relat- 
ing to the electronic documents, the specific amounts to 
process, the dates to process, and authorization infor- 
mation from the user; 

sending instructions to a transaction processing entity 
for transaction processing; 

receiving transaction processing confirmation informa- 
tion from the transaction processing entities; and 
storing transaction processing records and confirmation 
information. 



